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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informality: the phrase "the 
outer opaque screening member" should be "the outer opaque cylinder" in lines 1-2. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 16, 17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bennett (U.S. Patent 4,809,145) in view of Irwin (U.S. Patent 
1,351,756). 
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Regarding claim 16, Bennett discloses a first support base (Fig. 1), a light source 
supported by the first support base (Fig. 1 ), a second support base (reference number 
5) dimensioned to fully encompass the first support base without touching the first 
support base (Fig. 1), the second base supporting an outer opaque cover completely 
covering the light source with opaque material to produce darkness (column 2 in lines 
20-25 and Fig. 1 , reference number 2). Bennett does not specifically disclose an inner 
translucent shade. 

Irwin discloses an inner completely translucent screening member (reference 
number 4) dimensioned to encompass the light source without touching the light source 
(Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to put the inner translucent screening member of Irwin so that it is 
supported by the second base of Bennett to diffuse the light coming from the light 
source with the opaque shade of Bennett completely covering the inner translucent 
shade. See column 1, lines 50-55, of Bennett. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the opaque shade of Bennett a cylinder as suggested in 
Bennett in column 1, lines 28-35. Since the cylindrical shade is well known in the art, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the opaque shade a cylinder, since Bennett suggests that the shade may 
be of any configuration (column 1, lines 28-35). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to put the inner translucent shade of Irwin into the apparatus of 
Bennett to diffuse light coming from the light source. 

Concerning claim 17, Bennett discloses the outer opaque screening member 
comprising a solid member that is dimensioned to encompass the inner translucent 
screening member (Fig. 1, column 1 in lines 50-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the opaque shade of Bennett a cylinder as suggested in 
Bennett in column 1 , lines 28-35. Since the cylindrical shade is well known in the art, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the opaque shade a cylinder, since Bennett suggests that the shade may 
be of any configuration (column 1 , lines 28-35). 

Regarding claim 21, Bennett discloses a first support base (Fig. 1), a light source 
supported by the first support base (Fig. 1 ), a second support base (reference number 
5) dimensioned to fully encompass the first support base without touching the first 
support base (Fig. 1), the second base supporting an outer opaque cover completely 
covering the inner screening member to produce darkness (Fig. 1 , column 1 in line 25, 
and column 1 in lines 50-55), wherein when illumination is desired the cover must be 
withdrawn from the inner member (abstract, Fig. 1 , column 1 in lines 50-55). 

Irwin discloses an inner completely translucent screening member (reference 
number 4) dimensioned to encompass the light source without touching the light source 
(Fig- 1). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to put the inner translucent screening member of Irwin so that it is 
supported by the second base of Bennett to diffuse the light coming from the light 
source with the opaque shade of Bennett completely covering the inner translucent 
shade to produce darkness. See column 1 , lines 50-55, of Bennett. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the opaque shade of Bennett a cylinder as suggested in 
Bennett in column 1, lines 28-35. Since the cylindrical shade is well known in the art, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the opaque shade a cylinder, since Bennett suggests that the shade may 
be of any configuration (column 1 , lines 28-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to put the inner translucent shade of Irwin into the apparatus of 
Bennett to diffuse light coming from the light source. 

5. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bennett in view of Irwin as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of 
Balthauser (U.S. Patent 2,853,598). 

Concerning claim 18, Bennett does not disclose the outer screening member 
having panels. Balthauser discloses the outer opaque screening member comprising at 
least two opaque panels (column 2, lines 14-16), at least one of which is movable with 
respect to the other (Figs. 9-11), which can be positioned to jointly encompass the inner 
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translucent screening member and alternatively positioned to reveal at least a portion of 
the inner translucent screening member (Figs. 7 and 9-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the outer screening member of Balthauser in the apparatus 
of Bennett to vary further the amount of light escaping from the light source. 

Regarding claim 19, Bennett does not disclose the outer screening member 
having a folding door. Balthauser discloses an opaque folding door that can be closed 
about the inner translucent screening member and alternatively opened to reveal at 
least a portion of the inner translucent screening member (Figs. 9-1 1 ). (Each opaque 
panel functions as a door when it is moved.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the outer screening member of Balthauser in the apparatus 
of Bennett for further varying the amount of light escaping from the apparatus. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 20 is allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. The prior art fails to disclose an illumination device having a second element 
supporting an outer translucent screening member covering at least a portion of the 
outer opaque screening member to enclose that portion of the outer opaque screening 
member between the inner translucent screening member and the outer translucent 
screening member. 
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Conclusion 


8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sharon E. Payne whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2379. The examiner can normally be reached on regular business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Sharon Payne 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 


